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2 August 2007

REGISTRATION OF GENERIC MINING ROCKBREAKER QUALIFICATION 
INTRODUCTION

In the past, the Mining and Minerals SGB (M&M SGB) was allowed to register separate qualifications per mining discipline for the Rockbreaker. With SAQA’s drive towards generic qualifications and the reduction in the proliferation of qualifications and unit standards; SAQA has encouraged the M&M SGB to generate a generic Mining Rockbreaker qualification that covers all the mining disciplines. SAQA’s reasoning/comment was that the competencies required for a Rockbreaker in a Surface mine, are the same competencies as for a Rockbreaker in an Underground Hardrock mine, only the context (environment) is different.

The various Rockbreaker qualifications currently registered and their expiry date:

	SAQA ID
	QUALIFICATION
	EXPIRY DATE

	21812
	National Certificate: Mining Operations Underground Coal Level 3
	2009/11/07

	21842
	National Certificate: Surface Mining Rockbreaking Level 2
	2009/11/07

	57121
	National Certificate: Rockbreaking Quarrying Level 3
	2009/11/16

	49013
	National Certificate: Mining Operations: Underground Hardrock Level 2 – This has been revised and the new qualification is in the SAQA process. SAQA ID 58739 on the SAQA website under Public comment.
	2010/04/03

Re-registered (Old version)

	49014
	National Certificate: Rockbreaking: Underground Hard Rock Level 3 – This has been revised and the new qualification is in the SAQA process. SAQA ID 58760 on the SAQA website under Public comment.
	2010/04/03

Re-registered

(Old version)


PROPOSED WAY FORWARD

It is proposed that the following be the way forward in generating a generic Mining Rockbreaker qualification:

· Setup a working group comprising of the different facilitators from the Underground Hardrock, Surface Mining, Underground Coal, CLAS and Small Scale mining TRG’s;
· Involve the correct SAQA staff members from the start – this would include pre-meetings, an information session with the working group prior to generation and a post meeting prior to submission;

· Bring in an external facilitator who is competent in qualifications design and who would drive the process;

· Agreement with SAQA on how the lower level fundamentals needed for Underground Hardrock will be handled in this generic qualification;
· Agreement on a generic level 2 Mining/Equipment Operations qualification as a pre-requisite/career path to the generic mining level 3 Rockbreaker qualification;

· Where possible and appropriate, the generification and collapsing of unit standards to suit all disciplines;

· On final draft, consult with the respective TRG groups and widely with industry via the conveners, where after a final workshop will be arranged to incorporate all the comments;
· SGB approval and submission to SAQA by April 2008.

CONCLUSION

This qualification would then be considered as a revision and would replace all existing registered Rockbreaking qualifications. Each discipline would still register a learning programme against the generic qualification and develop learnerships accordingly; therefore a learner would still achieve for e.g. NC: Rockbreaking Underground Hardrock or Surface Mining.
Thank you,

Jeannette de Leeuw
SGB Officer
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